Dear Paul, 


1/8/72 


^ Despite the pressure I feel to be doing so many things, from the time I cleaned up 
what accumulated in my absence recently, I have been trying to get more rest* I still 
awaken about 4 a.m. , but now I’m able to return to sleep for a while longer. Some days 
I can make it, until almost dawn. I’pday I sieft until 6 : jO . There isn't enough time until 
breakfast, after washing, shaving and making coffee, to do any writing, so I started 
to read more in The Pentagon Papers ( Vince is crazy on them, -coo), but my mind kept 
coining back to the impending disaster I anticipated and of which I've written you 
snatches, so I couldn't concentrate. 

Howard returned home yesterday. While he was here, as usual, he went through uy files, 
made notes on what he didn t want to copy, took what he wants to copy, and reread the 
new last part of PM. He says he is even more impressed with it and had very few sug- 
gestions.^ They are noted. He read the introduction, which ■ b il is typing, the conclusions, 
wnere he has made suggestions on which I'm working, and he was here when J ' learned of 
the coming to pass of teat which I feared and in which I could not get a single one of 
you Vno offense intended) interested. I have done almost all that is within my capability 
and that L have thought of to frustrate or blunt this. I should do a few more things, but 
they are beyond my financial capability. I can t even afford a trip to DC right now that 
is not essential. I have asked Hud and .im to come up this weekend so we can do some 
p, arming and see what is possible, but their social obligations appear to be of more 
importance to tnem. Hob is coming to look over some files. You know his current interest. 
With my quarterly interest payment due ^nday, and we don p t today have it. I'll have to 
improvise something on that over the weekend that has already begun. The most obvious 
linings I should be doing and can't do are seeing AP and UPI and the national desk of the 
Washington Post. The LATimes is another. Where I could reverse charges, I've made the 
calls, and I think with some effect, inc. Graham of the HYTimes, to whom I've spoken 
three times. I think I've even m de him see how he was used with the contract. Hope so! 

While Howard, was here his folks got word from the Univ. Penna. press that with certain 
excisions, they are interested in his book. Prom what he told me of its focus, the excisions 
seem proper, its title is Presumed uilty, and the focus is on Oswald's innocence. In such 
a book, his most likely handling of the medical evidence is immaterial. i his seems to have 
been the reason for its rejection by Little, Brown. There it was in the hands of a man 
who went for W in 1965 but lost out on a policy decision, so he had much going for him, 
which, aside fromsaid policy fears, tells me the editorial judgement nay well have been 
the correct one and the current attitude confirms it. As I explained to him, the shorter 
work would in today's market be more acceptable and more economic, the lower prices 
possible generally betokening greater potential sale. 

Be.i. ore ne came here he got a call from Lifton, who tried to pump him with less than 
Lif ton's usual skill in this. I suspect he underestimated Howard's fine intelligence 
because of his few years (he is only now 18). Prom the interests Lifton displayed and the 
things he said of his own work, HR came out of it with an even lower opinion of Lifton 
and his work and a higher certainty of irrationality. 

Periodically ^ tell myself I must rethink things, but the same conclusions always 
emerge, and the same situations always come back, and my options are then limited in the 
same ways. Bach such occasions is the cause of some, sometSimes new bitcemess. The recent 
trip is one such. Hy time, it appears, is worth nothing to those with incomes, those who 
get^paid for their time and can enjoy a normal or better life. It is my unvarying experience 
tnat only those whose lives are modest are at all thoughtful. I made a lot of money on 
this trip for Bud. He paid my expenses, no more. Arch wanted to see me. He had agreed to 
pay my expenses. For all his S50,000,000, he backed out on "chat. Because I had to see him, 
the decent dinner to which he took me winds up as an imposition. I didn't need his 
dinner and it wasted time I c ould have used for constructive work. Mary and Buck were 



wonderful. They fed me decent suppers. Other times I ate only when I was someone’s guest, 
which happened several times in both Dallas and N.O. (lias, I’ve put h«ck 0 n the weight * 
lost). So wnat was Arch’s 350,000,000 to me? A liability and a cost, ,not in any sense 
a help. . That cheap bastard didn t even offer me a pencil. Which I didn t need anyway, 
but he is that miserly. My going to Dallas originally was his idea, hi§ desire expressed 
to Mary. Meanwhile, when the thing that is now set was certain* to happen in iay thinking, 

I felt I had to do what I could to make EM available. As of this minute, it is the only 
thing I could think of to counter what impends. So, I disclosed some of the contents 
of the new part to Bud. He had had copies of the first two parts for years, hut susbli is 
his personal dedication to knowing what he talks about that ha never read them. AH the 
others, who are without or of modest means, had been careful to dJffer to pay the cost of 
xeroxing, but the wealthy -“ud didn't nor did he take the time to read. Well, he flipped 
over the new part of PM and said we must get it out right away and he’d fly down to see 
Arch to try and get him to pay for it. I didn t tell Bud that Arch’s likely reaction 
wouldbe how about using some of your loot for R this. If Bud is not in Arch's class, he 
is loaded. So, instead Bud paid for the extra fare from N.O. to Dallas so ^ary could 
make the approach and I be there to answer questions, if any, from Arch. He was indifferent 
to the need for getting this new material out. Never ghowed the slightest interest. 

Were someone to pay for the printing of a 5,000 edition of this book and were all 
the gross to come to me, there is no chance of profit from it. This is the reality. But 
nobody will. Instead, many are busily engaged in pretending that they have done and are 
doing all the work and when they can using it as their own. aside from resentment at this, 
and I've not hidden it, it hurts us all because tlimse zanies usually add what they regard 
as their own unique geniuses to to and make it inherent unbelievable. At this they are 
good. At anything else, including meaningful original work, they are not. 


In the past I’ve asked three of us who are in a position to to help bring out some 
of my work. You should have heard how Vince flipped over the first part of CODE when he 
read it in the summer of 1968. But soon he began to- resent that he had not seen and done 
this, and, of course, he did nothing to help in any way. Matt told me ho could without 
feeling it. Bud and Arch needn't repeat. Believe it or not, now that they know what is 
in the works, not that I didn t try to tell them in September that it was inevitable, what 
do I get from Bud and from him through Dim? Will I give this or some of tins new work 
away to counter what is coming! I've siad that 1 not only will not but I'll do what I can 
to anyone who makes any , use of it. (i forgot Ned above, and he, too, is as loaded as 
being a General Mills AND Weyerhauser heir can make him.) And I mean this. I was quite 
explicit with ‘ J im yesterday: the whole thing appears, with appendix, and I can give a 
copy with tliis "new evidence" to every member of Congress, or* the one tiling I can expect 
to come from this is their realization^ that they have wasted all their work and cost. 

The reality in any evento 


I warmed everyone long ago that ^ was resigning from the role of fireman. In toto - 
I can’t, but I'm not repeating the past. Garrison being one example. % situation is 
such that personally I cangt be hurt. The difference would be in degree, for I'm tint broke. 
There is, in fact, the chance that if I do nob succeed infrustra-bing what I'm tr ying to 
it cou,d make this new book a hot literary property. The more I succeed, the less the 
prospect. But even Cyril, as I'd begun to suspect, is off on an ego trip, great and 
sincere as he is. He and the Buds and the others want history to record them as the one 
who broke this case, for which the world will be in perpetual debt to them. They dc no 
real work. They want to do this on the cheap, on the backs of the dpones. Fred Graham 
spoke to Cyril at my suggestion. I gave himCyril's numbers. U e didn t oven knew where 
Cyrxl is. I asked him to tell Cyril to call me, that it was importaSt. Cyril did not. 

raham spoke to him, prepared for it by me, and reported the conversation. All Cyril said 
to him, fromwhat u raham told me, is that -‘■‘attimore knows nothing about bullet holes! 

■‘•hus society is saved? Lattimore will be craxy to take about holes. He plenc, to talk 
about a limited part only, the false claim that having seen the brace and the Ace 

2 iia scientific work is amply validated, that they prevented the President 
irom f aiding forward in reaction to t e fatal blow from the back. 



= It may be unfair to him, but M e d is capable of having triggered this. His concept 
of self in incredible,, Ha. sis the one true genius, the one clear understanding, and he 
was enormously offended at my refusal to let him interview anyone except after the book 
was printed and then with the interviews to be an appendix to it. That I did, immediately, 
agree to, even though opposed to it. ^ sits on a board with Matzenbach, for example. 

One of the others he said he could reach easily is McCloy. %*&. have no trouble reaching 
Marshall . Marshall did promise Senator Mathias, also his friend, that he'd not permit 
anything to be seen. Mg, nay have re— interpreted tills to mean the real evidence, ^hus 
I was lulled and deceived. X did get this assurance. Another of the zau.es who could 
have reached -ar shall, if the government didngt, is a u rs. ^oiaerance. She phoned me 
years ago and asked me to go to Mew fork to meet with her and others. I said I'd phone 
her the first time I could be there. She lives in Conn. that time first rent and 
Sprague and then Bud moved in on her, and when she was zany and wealthy to tegin with, 
you can imagine the rest. I've to this day never met iier. Bud had her in his office one 
day when I was there and he was careful not to intorduce us. His purpose was to milk 
her for his committee. Trent and Sprague had similar loft;/ motive. 

Because I did trust him, Cyril is privy' to some of my new work. In return he refused 
to be a witness for me in a £*0I suit on the grounds it would cost him money! and he 
never sent the very simple thing he promised, a copy of the standard text he uses on 
spectro and enutro capabilities and limitations, perhaps four pages of xeroxing. I 
have to read this a certain way, especially when I gave, him 100/i of Ms testimony in 
tne Halleck hearing. Incredible as it may seem, he didn t understand the pan 
which I sent him from M.O. the first working day after vJe got it in DC (also 
to Nichols, who had then not yet really exposed himself for the nut and ego 

These tilings and more fortify the feeling that has been growing on me, that I waste 
my time and my seed with most. Increasingly^! will be detaching myself from others, for 
there arc today but a couple of us drones, et the queen's gather their own honey. l r ou can 
count those still trying to do any work on the fingers art of a single hand. Those 
of the past will have to be of the past, so far as I an concerned. In addition to this, 
i now feel the inevitable consequences of tills sleepless years, and I must hsuband what 
enegry I have. 

There .is no project too minoi for me to be willing to help. One example is ^ob's 
retreading of what we have done with the rifle. He will come today, and I will stop work 
to help him. I will give him all the appropriate files, even though I feel in the end it 
not only will mean nothing but can mean nothing. It is legitimate research arid can serve 
at least an historical value. And even though I have yet to get the first copy of the 
first page he has gotten from the archives or any other source from him. 

lou and Howard, of course, there is no question. Who else is there today? 

1 don t think this will be the kind of affair that will tempt me to do what can be 
a commercial success, "The Mardi Gras Solution to the JFK Assassination. " I have the; part 
onMark done. Only Gary lias ever seen it. I refused it to l'von, for example. x t was done 
at a different time, for a different purpose. Garrison would be a pushover, and so would 
so many others. Only if and Mien this seems like a constructive step for those of us who 
remain will I do this kind of writing. 

With the things that lie ahead, I dongt know when I'll return to AO, but I long to 
complete first it then TIGER. As soon as I finish PIi, which means a little work on the 
conclusions and remaking the appendix, this is my schedule, aside from what personal tilings 
will require. But my central purpose was to update you, including on my thinking, dasap - 
pointments and state of xaind as of today. . est. 




